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HIS Work being of a public nature, and 
having been honoured with very uncommon _ 
- Encouragement ; it ſeems neceſſary, at the 
8 dclaoſe of every year, to lay before the Su B- 

scRIBERS ſome account of the Progreſs made in the 

Work, and alſo the State of the. Subjcription. The proper 

notices, relative to both theſe particulars, are here 

communicated to my Patrons, at the beginning of the 
Fourth Year. And I beg leave to expreſs my warmeſt 
. gratitude, for the extraordinary Favour ſhewn to my 
Undertaking, by ſo many SocteT1Es, and fo many 
PE RSONs, who are themſelves eminently diſtinguiſhed, 
as well by their Zeal for Religion and Learning, as 
by their Rank and Station. In particular, the moſt 
dutiful acknowledgment ſhould be made for the honour 
done to this Work by The Univerſities of OxroR p, 

CAMBRIDGE, and Du BLIN; and, e „by the 

pious and munificent Patron * extended to it by 


HIS MAJESTY. 


_—_— Expediency of "Op an = Ueda muſt be 
evident to all thoſe, _ will attend to the few follow- 
ing particulars - That the deſign of it is, to do 
the ſame juſtice to the Text of the Old Teſtament, 
which has been done (with univerſal applauſe) to the 
Text of the New Teſtament, and to that of almoſt all 
| other antient writings That the Hebrew Text, 
thoꝰ of ſuch great importance, has been hitherto printed 
agreeably to the lateſt and worſt MSS That there 
are, as yet, happily preſerved mul: itudes of older MSS 
free from many of thoſe later Corruptions, which diſ- 
| m4 grace 
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grace that extenſive part of Divine Revelation : MSS; 
which contain Readings more agreeable to the Context, 


to the Ancient Verſions, and to the New Teſtament - 
And therefore, that it muſt be exceedingly deſireable, 


that as many as poſſible of the Various Readings in 
theſe valuable MSS (now periſhing by age) be ſpeedily 


collected; and ier warde 3 publiſhed . 


5 to the Heb. MSS in our own Country : he ac- 
count, printed at the end of the year 1761, ſpecified 


Nine, which had not been before publickly taken notice 
of; and, by the addition of theſe to ſuch as were before 
known, the whole number preſerved in Great Britain 
and Ireland amounted to One Hundred and Nineteen. This 


ample and ſacred Treaſure, imported from various parts 
of the world, has lately been encreaſed by the arrival 


of another Heb. MS, purchaſed at Conſtantinople : a MS, 


which was ( with great difficulty ) procured by James 
PorTER £fqr, His Majeſty's late Ambaſſador. And 


as His Excellency has been pleaſed, in the moſt obliging 
manner, to make me a Preſent of it; I think myſelf 


happy in this public opportunity of expreſſing my thanks 


for fo great a favour. The whole number of theſe MSS 
is now become One Hundred and Twenty One, by the no- 


tice lately received of a MS Bible, in the hands of 


| Mr Chalmers, of Auld-bar in Scotland; who brought it, 


ſome years ſince, from Gibraltar. 


Pong the firſt foo years of this Work, the Colla- 


tion (in England) was confined to the Heb. MSS in 


OxFroRD; in which Univerſity are preſerved the great. 


eſt number, and ſome very ancient and valuable. But 


the 


1 
tze laſt year, which was the Third, was almoſt entirelyß 
employed in collating the Heb. MSS preſerved in Cam- 

BRIDGE; and theſe, tho' making Nine large volumes, 


| have been completely collated within the year. And here 


I beg leave to expreſs my grateful acknowledgments to 
that Illuſtrious Univerſity, for the ſignal honour done 
me, in granting leave (by an unanimous Vote of their 
Senate) that I ſhould take their MSS with me to Ox- 

ford: a favour, which has greatl/ contributed to the 
convenience, and ſtill more to the expedition, with which 

they have been all collated. And yet, large as this ſhare 
of the Work is, there were alſo collated in the laſt year 
\ Two Folio MSS, obligingly ſent me from Rotterdam by 
the learned Mr Fog tonary MEER MAN. X 


To the „ MSS mult be added, as collated 
likewiſe in the laſt year, all ſuch as have been collated, 
on this occaſion, in foreign Countries. For, whilſt dili- 


gent attention has been employed on this Work at home, 


and Five or Six Aſſiſtants have been engaged in it, for 
the ſake of greater expedition; endeavours have been 
uſed to procure aſſiſtance from abroad: and indeed theſe 
endeavours have been attended with ſuch ſucceſs, as 
cannot perhaps be paralleled on any other literary occa- 
| fion. Great Zeal has been ſhewn in favour of it, in 
many countries very diſtant from England, and from one 
another; and by Learned Men of very different perſua- | 
ſions in Religion; who have united in their opinions of 
the tendency of this Work to promote (the common 
cauſe ) the Honour of Revelation: and who have been very 
obliging by the aſſiſtance already granted, and by the 
kind offers of farther ſervices. 
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And lere, as the many and great Patrons of this 
Work. have a right to be fully acquainted with the fa- 
vour ſhewn to it abroad ; and as a few, who may not 
be kindly affected towards it, might otherwiſe ſuggeſt 
their doubts of the extraordinary approbation of it 
amongſt Learned Foreigners; I hope to conſult the 
fatisfaRion of the former, by inſerting the two follow- 


ing articles. The fir/t is a copy. of the Certificate, 
which was voluntarily ſent me from Rome by (my 


late honoured Patron there) Cardinal Pass ION EI, 
figned and ſealed by his Eminence Himſelf : a Certifi- 
cate, which is to be conſidered as coming, not from a 
private perſon, but from One acting in ſo high and 


public a character, as that of Cardinal Librarian ta the 


Roman Church. The fecond is a copy of the Extract 
from the Public Regiſter of the Univerſity of GENEVA! 
which copy was moſt obligingly procured, and ſent to 
* by 2. be Rt Honourable Lord MounT STUART, 


The Certificate from Ro ME. 
L' Entrepriſe dune e Edition de la Bible, qui 2 : 


. faire a Orford ſur tous les Manuſcrits Hebraiques, qui 


pearvent fe trouver dans les plus celebres Biblioteques, à trou- 
wee ici autant diapprobateurs, que de perſonnes qui en ont en- 
tendũ parker. Et pour favoriſer les Auteurs d'un ſi important 


Ouvrage, j ai permis avec plaiſir la Collation des anciens 
| Manuſcrits Hebraiques, qui ſe trouvent dans la Biblioteque 5 


Vaticane; et je Pai accordie en qualité de Biblioteguaire de la 
He. Egliſe Romaine. A. Rome; ce Aar May, m mil ſept 1 


P. Card. PassTronz1, 
Billie, 4e la F. E, R 
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The Certificate from GENEVA. 


F Extrait des Regitres de la Vintrable Compagnie des Pajtenrs 


et des Profe ffeurrs de P Egliſe de Geneve. 
Da Vendredi, 4. Decembre, 1761. 


Ma le Refeur et Me N.. les Bibbothtcatres ont raporte, 


gu on leur a fait part d un Projet forme en Angleterre, pour 


la Collation des Manufcrits Hebreux de P Ancien Teſtament, 
S uon leur a demands la communication de ceux que nous 
 pourions avoir dens notre Bibliotbegue; qu'il paroit par un 
Imprims Latin, que le principal extcuteur de ce Projet eff 
Mon.. Benjamin Kennicott Maitre es Arts a Oxford; Pro- 
jet, pour Þexecation du quel on ſe propoſe d eclaircir d bien 
des egards le Texte Sacré, et d en aplanir les difficultez';, que 
pour parvenir d ce but l Autbeur avoit deja pris des meſures 
pour puiſer dans les principales Bibliothiques de ] Europe, et 
| 701 avoit des aſſurances qu'elles lui ſeroient ouvertes. Sur 
quoi opine, la Ven. Compagnie a reconnu unanimement toute 
P utilite, qui peut reſulter de Þ extcution de ce Projet, et com- 
bien il importe de faire par raport aux Leores de Ancien 
Teſtament ce 4 on a deja fait avec ſuccez d P egard de ceux 
du Nouveau. Elle n'a pu qu' aplaudir aux louables intentions 
de Þ Autheur, et de ceux qui & intereſſent a la perfection d un 
Orvrage, dont on a lieu d'eſperer de grands avantages po. 
une plus par faite intelligence des Livres Sacrez, et par cela 
meme pour la Religion; et elie oft perſuadte que cette Entre- 
priſe, qui fait beaucoup di honneur au ⁊cle de ſon Authear, 


era gentralement aprouuce. En conſequence Meſſi». les Bib- 


liothecaires ont ee chargez de communiquer ce qu'il pouroit y 
avoir dans notre Bibliothique a de relatif a cet objet. 

| | Du Vendredi, xi. Decembre, 1 761. | 
Monſr. le Nelteur a demands la permiſſion de con umuniguer 5 
Capie de le Deliberation ci -deſſus d 2 Milord Mount Stuart, qui 
6 de your TE Oe Ann. Buss ox, Secretaire, 


T8 ] 
In the laſt Annual Account of this Work, notice was 


given, that the Collation of the Heb. MSS, agreed for 
at the Vatican at the expence of 200 /, was then finiſh- 


cd. The Box, containing this Collation, arrived ſafe 


about the middle of laſt year; and was delivered into 
my hand, without the leaſt expence ſor carriage: which 


I mention, in grateful remembrance of the generoſity 


of Mr Paul Gauss EN, Banker at Geneva. The 
care, with which this Collation ſeems to have been exe- 
cuted by Profeſſor Conſtanzi, has encouraged me to ſend 
a Commiſſion for ſeveral other MSS, the Collation of 
which will amount to WY the "Ow large Sum with 
the former. | | 


There can be no doubt, but the e Profeſſor will N 
be admitted to this ſecond Work; in conſequence of the 
very honourable Patronage granted me by His Emi- 
nence Cardinal SpINE LL I, Dean and Superior of the Col- 
lege of Cardinals: to whom I am ſignally obliged, for 
His application to the NuxT10 at Madrid, and alſo 
to the Miniſter from Nis CaTHOLIC MaJesTyY at 
Rome, in order to procure catalogues of the Heb. MSS, 
preſerved in the Eſcurial and other public Libraries in 
SPAIN. It is alſo gratefully acknowledged, that the 
preſent Cardinal Librarian, His Eminence Cardinal A L- 
BAN1, has condeſcended to aſſure me by Letter, that 
the Work ſhall receive from Him all the Encourage- 
ment in his power: His Eminence has been alſo pleaſed 
to ſend me a catalogue of all the MSS of the Bible, in 
the Pontifical Univerſity of BoL ON A. The Work 
has the honour likewiſe to be favoured by His Eminence 
Cardinal ToRREGIANYT, be Cardinal Secretary of State; 
who has very graciouſly offered His Aſſiſtance, where- 


yer 1t may by wanted, And laſtly the two very learned 


ET as 
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Vatican Librarians, Monſignrs. Ass EM ANI, who were 
ſo obliging as to examine the laſt Collation, and fend 
6 Certificate ( ſigned with both their Names) as to its 

authenticity and exaBueſs, will be pleaſed to accommodate 
the Collators as benevolent] y as they did before. ; 


Notice was 1 given, that His Ma Jzs: TY to 
| Kine oF SARDINIA had moſt Sond | 
| Two Profeſſors, who were to collate (for the benefit of 
tis Work) the valuable Heb. MSS preſerved in the 
Raya! Library at Turin. An excellent ſpecimen of 
this Collation I received, laſt September, from Profeſſor 
Paſini; together with a moſt obliging Letter. And I 
have juſt been favoured with a ſecond Letter; which 
gives an account, that the Profeſſors have proceeded i in 
this Work ſo diligently, that they are now examining | 
the Sixth of Wal Royal MSS. , 


. At N r Barto and L Padre An 

V allombroſans, having finiſhed the MSS at firſt agreed 
for there; I have ſent a ſecond Commiſſion, for col- 
lating other MSS 1n the ſame Imperial Library. The 
Various Readings of the firſt Collation are expected 
daily; as they were delivered, laſt November, to the care 
of a Friend by His Excellency Sir HokAT10 Many, 
His Majeſty's Reſident there: to whoſe Goodneſs I am 

under many and great obligations. It muſt alſo be ob- 


ſerved, that this Work was recommended by Sir Horatio 


Mann to His Excellency Count FI RM IAN, Governor 
of the Milaneſe; and that the learned Henrico & Porta, 
the Imperial Heb. Profeſſor at Pavia, who was com- 
miſſioned by Count Firmian, has drawn up an account 
of the Heb. MSS in the Ambroſian Library at MILAN, 


| | [ to ] 
and of every other MS in that Dutchy, whick- may be 
of any ſervice * and that the papers, containing theſe 
particulars, having been ſent ſome time ſince by Sir 
Horatio Mann, are uy day N 85 


From Geneva 1 bake been frond by Profeſſor 
Vernet, with an account of two valuable Heb. MSS in 
the Library at Zurx1icn. Profeſſor Breitinger, who 
drew up that account, has made an offer of collating | 

them; which offer I have readily accepted, on the ſame 
proportion of Expence as at t other 298 ny 


| The Collation, which was ſaid in the laſt Account, 
to have been begun at HamBuRGnH, has been N 
on with diligence by Profeſſor Reimarus; from whom 
T have received two parcels of the Various Readings, 
which he has collected: and this very worthy Profeſſor 
is now engaged in proſecuting the remainder of the 
| Collation, which is to be made in that city. 


From Mocdeburg Thave been informed hes my. val 


able Friend Mr Sack, firſt Chaplain to Hrs Majz&TyY 
Tux KINO or PRUSss 4, that an examination of 
ſome. of the BERLIN MSS has been undertaken by 
Profeſſor Schultz, and Mr Heinius ſon of the celebrated 


Rector of the Royal Gymnaſium; and that Profeſſor 
Murſinna ” collating one MS, called the I. Seidelia- 


- De tali tantogue Opere, — no utique ac nene e, 
ad exitum perducendo, tractantes Angliæ Proceres, et Literati » laudem 


profetto eximiam promerentur + plurimumgne conimendandi etiam ſunt 


| ſuotguor, ut idem 1 amicam manum et opem adjungunt. —— 


Proff, A Parts to Count N 8 18, 8 1. 
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ms, Iam alſo highly obliged to Mr Sack, for procu- 


ring me the uſe of a large parcel of MS Papers, con- 
taining Various Readings and Remarks on the Hebrew 


- Text, drawn up by the late Dr Jablonſes ; 3 whoſe name 
| declares the value of his Papers. 


As to Pa R IST: Iam informed * my zealous F riend 


and Aſſiſtant Monſr. L' Abbe Lavvocar, that there 


are about Thirty Biblical Heb. MSS in the Library of 
the Sorbonne, of which he is Heb. Profeſſor and Libra- 
rian. This juſtly-celebrated Profeſſor has already col- 
| lated ſeveral of theſe MSS, and propoſes to collate ſe- 
veral others, for the advantage of this Work. In the 


vn _ Royal Library, at Paris, are preſerved near Forty Heb. 


Mss; ſome of which are very valuable. And here I 
gratefully acknowledge my great obligation to His Ex- 
cellency The Duke De NivERNOIsS; who, as He is 

a celebrated Patron of. Literature, has been pleaſed 
to apply to The Count de St. FLOREN TIN, Secretary, 
to His MosT CRRISTIAN MajesTyY, in favour 


of this Work, with regard to theſe Royal MSS: a cir- 
cumſtance, which N have the honour to mention, by 


His Excellency's perm miſſion. 


To theſe various pet n it may be added, that 
enquiries have been made, and are ſtill making, after 
Heb. MSS, in other parts of Europe, and alſo in other 
parts of the World; in order to give to this Work as 

great a degree of perfection, as the nature of the Sub- 
ſcription ſhall admit. For, large as the Subſcription 
is, it will by no means be thought ſo large, as to em- 
ploy Learned Men, in all parts, to collate all the MSS 
that are worth collating. In proportion to the encou- 
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Fgement will be the 3 of the Work; more 


| or leſs perfect, as more or fewer Various Readings ſhall 


be collected from ancient MSS; and a greater or leſs 
number of theſe MSS will be conſulted abroad, as there 
ſhall be more or fewer Subſcribers to the Work. I 
ſhall only add here, that no Perſon, who pleaſes to 


ſubſcribe, is at all obliged to continue his Subſcription ; 
but he may withdraw his * as he grants it, at his 
. 


\ 


Lay i * "NES of this Work may be aflired, 


that (extenſive and laborivus as it is) it will certainly 


be carried on with all the expedition poſſible. And, as 
Thoſe, who have a right to enquire, may be naturally 


 defirous of knowing, WIE x this Work will be com- 


pleted; I think it my duty to acquaint them — that, 


tho it be impoſſible, as yet, to fix this period with any 


certainty, yet (if it ſhall pleaſe Go p to continue my 
preſent Health ) the Callations in England will proba- 
bly be finiſhed in Seven years from the preſent time —— 


and that, when the MSS at home are collated ( with- ' 
out waiting for any farther aſſiſtance from abroad) the 


great work will be then begun of preparing the whole 
for the Preſs ; collecting from the many ſeparate parcels 
the Various Readings relative to each chapter and verſe; 
referring, in every quotation of each MS, to that MS, 
by its proper number; and prefixing to the whole ſuch 

Prolegomena, as may explain the nature of the Work, 
deſcribe the MSS made uſe of, and record with grati- | 


tude the Names of All Thoſe, who have en the 


n 
oxro RD; Januar 15, 1763. . 


thy 


THE CER RTIFICA LB. 


H E 1 of the Preſs, i in the Vaiverlity of Oxford, 

having in January 1760 ſubſcribed to Dr Kennicott's 
Collation of the Hebrew MSS ; and having inſerted in an Or- 
der then made the following wards That their Subſcription be 
continued at the beginning of every Year, upon Dr Kennicatt's pro- 
ducing a Certificate from the Royal Profeſſor of Hebrew, that. 
in his Judgment a competent Progreſs hath been made in the ſaid 
Wark during the Year preceding ; ] and Dr Kennicott having 
applied to me for ſuch a Certificate : I do hereby accordingly 
Certify, for the Satisfaction of the ſaid Delegates, and of ſuch 
other Perſons as have encouraged this Work by their Subſcrip- 
tions, that the ſeveral Parts of the Collation ( made during the 
Third Year) have been laid before me. And my Opinion 
is, that Dr Kennicott hath made a very competent Progreſs in 
the ſaid Collation ; and indeed advanced farther in it than 
could have been reaſonably expected. And, upon conſidering 
ſeveral of the Various Readings, which he has * diſcovered 


in the Hebrew MSS; I think this Work will be of very conſis 


* Service to Sacred Literature. | 


1 1 H i HU N 15 
Chriſt- Church; | 
January 1 2,1763. | FT Regins Profeſſr of Hebrew, 


| The Right Honourable, Earl Talbot . . 
The Right Honourable, Lord Vi ;ſcount F olkeltone 3 
The Rigbt Rev. the Lord Biſhop of London 10 10 


. The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Ely 


be Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Carliſle 
The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter . 
e Hon. and Rt Rev. the. Lord Bp of Litchfield 
' The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Cheſter 


The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of St Aſaph . 
In. Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Bangor 


be Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Peterborough 
The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Norwich 


THE. „%%% . fFaooo 
The Univerſity of OxrorRD . . . . {£ 40 0 0 
The Univerſity of CAMBRIDGE . . 30 o © 
| The Univerſity of Dunuin . . . 30 00 
His Grace, the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury . 4 10:10 0 5 
His Grace, the Arch-Riſbop of Torx. . 5 5 0 
His Grace, the Arch-Biſhop of Caſhel . . . 10 10 © 


His Grace, the Duke of Devonſhire 55 5 5 0 | 


| The moſt Noble, the Marquis of Rockingham 550 


: The Right Honourable, the Earl of Shaftesbury 5 5 0 
The Right Honourable, the Earl of Bute . . 5 
The Right Honourable, the Earl of Macclesfield 5 
be Right Honourable, the Earl of Bath . . 5 

1 
5 


M Gin 


O Go o 0000 


The Hon. and Rt Rev. the Lord Bp of Durham 10 10 
The Right Rev. the Lord Biſbop of Wincheſter 


The Right Rev. the Lord Bp of Bath and Wells 


The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Worceſter . 


The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Oxford 
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The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of St David's 


* 


| T ug } 

The Right Rev, the Lord Biſhop of Briſtol g 5 © 
The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Waterford 5 5 © 
The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Clogher 5 5 © 
The Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Offory 5 0 © 


The Ri gt Honourable, Lord e, 2 2 0 


The Rev. the Dean of Ardfert ._.; , + a0 
The Rev. the Dean of Cantervury: „ 
The Rev. the Dean of Carliſle . „„ «„ o—_ 
The Rev, the Dean of Chriſt Church * 25 
The Honble and Rev. the Dean of Durham £80 
The Rev. the Dean of Exeter . 3 $Q”- 
The Rev. the Dean of Hereford , . . 7.4. 9 
The Rev. the Dean of Rocheſter „„ „ 


The Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Briſtol 4 5 58 0 
The Rev. the Dean & Chap. of Canterbury 10 10 0 
The Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Durham "0 100 
The Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Exeter 5 50 

The Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Glouceſter 5 5 © 
The Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Norwich 5 5 © 
De Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Wells 5 50 
The Rev. Dean and Chap. of Weſtminſter 10 10 © 

The Rev. the Dean and Chap. of Wincheſter 4 14 6 

The Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Worceſter 550 


All Souls Colle 333 35 0 
Brazen-Noſe College” ; : '- . {+ + JR 
Corpus Chriſti College 2 ͤ _ 
Eton Cole + 105 +. ob 
Exeter Colige i eo bs tn RS 
| Jeſus e, in Of GT” 
| Merton College. 
N Queen $ College, in Tx 
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Aguilar, Baron 
Allen, Ralph Eg, . . . 
Andrew, Rev. Mr James . 
Aſhton, Rev. Dr . . . . 


Atherton, Rev. My 5 
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